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Happy Spring to all our residents.  At the time of writing, COVID is still with us and the conflict in Ukraine is ongoing with 
hugely depressing images and stories of how it is affecting the people of that country. The increasing cost of living is also 
worrying for many.  Amongst that gloom there are so many positive stories of how our residents are supporting both 
those close and far away and I am proud to be part of such a wonderful community.  You never know how much a small 
gesture can have a much wider impact.  

Chair’s message from Emily White

Your committee has decided that this will happen by providing written reports on the work of the association via the 
website and in the next Outlook. We decided that a virtual AGM, via the internet, would not work for many residents. We 
also considered arranging a traditional face-to-face event but decided, given the ongoing worries about COVID, that 
many people would not want to attend. We would love to receive any suggestions about how MRA operates & ideas for 
the future; any offers of help would also be appreciated!

Ben’s full report is on the 
MRA website

It’s lovely to get the 
opportunity to introduce 
myself; thanks MRA and 
to everyone who has 
supported me and I promise 
to work as hard as possible 
to help all residents in any 
way I can. My new role 
at Herts County Council 
[HCC] https://democracy.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/

mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=14080  has been a steep learning 
curve. I particularly want to thank to our former councillor, 
Andrew Stevenson, who has generously given time and 
help to ensure I hit the ground running.

Living on or near Bengeo Street for 20 years, and having 
been a district councillor since 2019, I am now familiar with 
many local issues. The HCC role comes with additional 
responsibilities, but also offers exciting opportunities to help 
the community. I hope we can explore these together in 
the next few years. 

Traffic: I have continued Andrew Stevenson’s work on the 
20mph zone east of Bengeo Street, due to be implemented 

later this year. I am also planning to fund a SIDS (smiley face) 
device to help slow drivers coming in from Wadesmill Rd 
and am determined to use measures to improve traffic on 
Bengeo St and Sacombe Rd too.

Bengeo Nursery: Parking on Sacombe Rd remains a 
problem. Durkan has not played its part by allowing 
contractors to park on site and the refusal of police and 
EHC to enforce is frustrating. 

Short cuts: Since 2019, I have worked with HCC Highways 
and a group of residents on solutions to the increasingly 
dangerous traffic that cuts through lower Bengeo, but 
which also impacts the MRA area. Sadly, a minority of drivers 
behave more dangerously than ever, ignoring speed limits 
and ‘access only’ signs and driving on pavements without 
regard to pedestrians. Residents have recorded numerous 
accidents, drivers fighting, crazy speeds and several near 
misses with pedestrians on Byde St and nearby roads. 
Safety issues cannot be ignored, so Highways will hold a 
consultation on a temporary closure of Byde St (just below 
the junction with Farquhar St and Fanshawe St) as a way 
to help prevent serious accidents or fatalities. A public 
consultation is planned for May or June, with a possible 
temporary trial closure later. Please have your say.  

Remember this is not just about residents in lower Bengeo. 
Many of us have witnessed drivers race up Byde St and 

Forthcoming AGM

Report from our local councillor, Ben Crystall  

Please see our website for up-to-date information http://www.molewood.org.uk
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continue through Bengeo via The Avenue or Duncombe Rd. 
A closure could help make more residential streets calmer, 
quieter and safer. I believe we should test this change and 
others feel the same. A survey of parents at Bengeo and Mill 
Mead schools found that dangerous traffic in Bengeo puts 
off many from walking or cycling to school. Meanwhile, 
it’s equally clear we must make all routes through Bengeo 
safer. Highways are examining how this could be done on 
Sacombe Rd and Bengeo St. I appreciate that change isn’t 
popular with everyone, and that a temporary closure at 
Byde St will cause inconvenience for some but that should 

be balanced against the risk of serious accidents or fatalities. 
I strongly believe that this temporary closure should be 
tested and I know that the MRA committee, along with the 
Bengeo Neighbourhood Plan team, the Lower Bengeo 
Residents’ Association and local councillors agree too. We 
all must work together, considerately and constructively, to 
find solutions that improve our area. 

I would appreciate a chance to hear your opinions and 
discuss this and any other local issues: 0300 123 7551 or  
ben.crystall@hertfordshire.gov.uk  

A big thank you to all those [about 160 of you!] who have paid the £3.00 “subs” to the Association for 2022. If you are one 
of those who have overlooked this so far, and wish to support us in our efforts on behalf of the residents in the Molewood 
area, then the solution is simple!

Please pay online using the details on the back page of this issue. If you do not do online banking, please fill in the slip on 
the back page and put it through my door (16 The Avenue). Thank you

A word from your Treasurer, Alan Sewell

Again, the wonderful standard of the Xmas lights in our area gave us all much joy, but made it incredibly difficult to reach 
decisions as to the General & Children’s category winners. 

General: John and Julie Debnam of The Avenue. Their £25 prize is to be donated to the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian Fund

Children’s: Sue and Matt Purkiss-Webb, The Drive with their £25 donation going to Hertfood. 

Special commendation goes to Steve Onions on the Drive for the lights on his tall fir tree.

Christmas lights’ winners
General Winner

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
Many of you are holding celebrations over the weekend of June 2nd – June 5th. We are supporting some of the street 
parties with small donations. Have fun and let’s hope we get good weather!

Children’s WinnerGeneral Winner

http://www.molewood.org.uk
mailto:enquiries%40molewood.org.uk?subject=
mailto:ben.crystall%40hertfordshire.gov.uk?subject=


Outlook       

www.molewood.org.uk  email: enquiries@molewood.org.uk

 Molewood Residents’ Association Spring Edition 2022

Local  businesses – snippets
Good News: Ash’s shop refit is completed; he has a greater 
range of goods for sale. 

The Secret Garden Café: not open on Sundays and 
Mondays, but from 8:30am- 2pm on other days of the week. 

Headlines is open from 7am on Tuesdays – Fridays. Check 
their website for more details https://headlineshertford.
co.uk/ 

Walton Lodge Vets is open 9am- 5pm Mondays to Fridays 
and shut at the weekend.

The Avenue Pharmacy is open 9am - 6pm every weekday 
and 9am - 1pm on Saturday; booked flu vaccinations 
available. Additional services: ear micro-suction; travel 
health advice and travel injections [many surgeries do not 
have capacity to do these at the moment]; health checks 
[blood pressure, diabetes and cholesterol] and Covid 
vaccinations. https://www.nhs.uk/services/pharmacy/
avenue-pharmacy/XFNE02

Elvis recently visited The Greyhound! https://www.
facebook.com/thegreyhoundbengeohertford/. Keep an 
eye on their noticeboard outside the pub or their Facebook 
page to see who is appearing next..

Did you know that in the month of May, as well as the 
Hertfordshire Health Walks which meet on Tuesdays 
at 10am on the green opposite The Avenue shops, 
there will be walks every Wednesday evening, meeting 
at the same place at 7pm? Come and join us. https://
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/media-library/documents/
environment-and-planning/countryside-management-
service/health-walks/health-walks-2022-04/east-herts-
health-walks-may-august-2022.pdf

Bengeo housing developments: The Stiles & 
Woodland Grove, Vicarage Lane
We would like to extend a warm welcome to new residents 
in The Stiles and Woodland Grove. All of the homes 
on The Stiles have been sold or reserved, with streets 
having names such as Butterfield Drive, Nursery Way and 
Woodhouse Lane. 

Woodland Grove residents may have already discovered the 
lovely walk to St John’s Wood along this tree lined avenue! 

For any new residents [or in fact anyone who has not 
looked at our website recently!], there are some interesting 
articles in past newsletters on our regularly updated 
Molewood Residents’ Association website: http://www.
molewood.org.uk/category/newsletters/. For some 
history of the Association look at the Winter 2015 and 
Spring 2010 editions. The Association was formed on 13th 
May 1965 with the first meeting in August. It was when 
phone numbers only had 4 digits!

Neighbourhood news

Photograph courtesy of Durkan

Photo courtesy of Aska Wisniewska -Pickering

and in Hertford... Visit https://gohertford.co.uk/ for 
information or the East Herts website.
•  Covid vaccinations are continuing at St Andrew’s Church 

Hall, for the over 75 year olds and those aged over 12 
years who are vulnerable. Your surgery will contact you 
to arrange your 4th vaccination. Those people who are 
housebound will receive their vaccinations at home.
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If you want to support MRA complete the slip and put it through the letter box of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

Please tick appropriate boxes below

       I/we want to support the Molewood Residents’ Association for 2022.

       I/we have paid our subscription by online banking (details highlighted above) or

       I enclose my £3 per household payment for this year’s subscription. 

My/our name is....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

and I/we live at.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my email address 

……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................……………………………………..……………………………………………………..........
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Your Outlook is printed by:
Mobile Stationery & printing center limited
Unit 10 Hartham View Industrial Estate
Hartham Lane, Hertfordshire, SG14 1QN

Your Association
The Molewood Residents’ Association was formed in the 
late 1960s and represents residents of the Molewood 
estate, Bengeo. This is the area north from The Drive and 
west of Bengeo Street and Sacombe Road. 

We need an injection - of new members - to keep the 
residents of Bengeo informed of local news/concerns! 
Are you Interested in local affairs and want to find out 
more about what is happening in Bengeo? 

Can you spare a few hours every 6-8 weeks to attend 
a meeting with like-minded residents? We have just the 
opportunities for you, enquiries@molewood.org.uk. 

The aim of the association is to support Molewood 
residents and enhance their enjoyment of the Molewood 
neighbourhood. The association contributes to community 
events arranged by residents and to community projects. 
The Association issues 2 or 3 Outlook newsletters annually. 

Copies of old newsletters are on our website. If you have 
any old copies, documents or photos of the estate, we’d 
love you to share them. 

Annual membership of Molewood Residents’ Association 
costs £3 per household a year.

How to pay for your subscription

Account name: Molewood Residents Donations Account 
Sort Code: 60-10-39  Account no: 18411010 
Reference: your name and house number 

General Members
Nick Gough, 11 Lys Hill Gardens

Marie Archer, 55 The Wick

John Edwards, 8 The Wick

Rachel Ogier, 23 Trinity Grove

Aska Wisniewska-Pickering

Committee details
Chair: Emily White, 27 The Drive 

Treasurer: Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue

Secretary: Kath Richardson, 7  Farquhar Street

Editor: Linda Pryor, Lys Hill Gardens

Website Manager: 
Paul Ogier

Outlook Graphics: 
Jim Martin

MRA Committee meetings
Our next two committee meetings are on 21st June 2022 
and 6th September 2022. If you are concerned about 
something local and would like us to discuss it at a meeting, 
please use the ‘contact us’ section on the MRA website. 
Names and addresses are to the right for those without 
internet access.

•  Bereavement Café – continues to meet at The Secret 
Garden from 6:30-8pm on 19th May, 16th June & 21st 
July

•  Hartham swimming pool opens soon: https://www.
everyoneactive.com/centre/hartham-leisure-centre/

•   A new contractor has been employed to undertake 
the Theatre renovations and work starts in May: 
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/latest-news/2022/
h e r t f o r d - t h e a t r e s - g r o w t h - a n d - l e g a c y -
development-awards-contract

•  A602 improvements between Stevenage and 
Ware, should be finished soon https://www.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highways-roads-
and-pavements/roadworks-and-road-closures/
major-roadwork-projects/a602-improvements.
aspx#DynamicJumpMenuManager_1_Anchor_2

And last, but not least, 
we are looking for a new 
editor for Outlook please.
We produce 3 newsletters a year. The editor 
compiles the content [and proof reads with 2 others] 
and presents it in Word format. Jim Martin then 
produces the professional looking newsletter you 
receive on your doorstep. If you have an interest 
in local affairs and are willing to volunteer a few 
hours of your time to fulfil this role please contact 
enquiries@molewood.org.uk. We look forward to 
hearing from you.
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