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After several years as Chair, Ben Penrose has decided to step down. 

Emily White has agreed to take over as Chair and writes: “As incoming Chair of the Molewood Residents’ Association 
[MRA], I firstly would like to extend my thanks to Ben for his hard work and commitment over the last 5 years.  He became 
Chair as the Stop Bengeo Quarry campaign was gaining momentum and also played a fundamental part in supporting 
the Bengeo Neighbourhood Area Plan, a key piece of work that the planning decision process now has to take in to 
consideration.  The dedication he has put into supporting this local community is very much appreciated.

I count myself very fortunate to live in such an amazing community as Bengeo.  I have been a resident for 18 years and 
an MRA committee member for 9 and it is incredible to see the support that comes forward every time there is a need.  
If there are any issues that you think we can help with, then please do let us know.  The Association was put in place to 
assist the neighbourhood and its residents and we continue to strive to achieve that aim wherever possible.”

Chair’s Message

Covid restrictions have meant that it has not been possible to hold an AGM for two years, but your committee has met 
and continued the work of the Association. We are hoping that the lifting of restrictions will allow an AGM in 2022. 

From Alan Sewell, Hon Treasurer
We made a small surplus in 2020/21 and the accounts 
have been inspected (with thanks to David Brooks and 
Colin Crannis).

Income, which is used to support local activities and 
projects, at £683, was a little down on previous years. 
Overall, the Association had a surplus of £172 and still 
maintains a relatively healthy bank balance.

Income from subscriptions [£3/annum/household from 
January] to MRA form the main source of income. Covid 
made collecting more difficult, so thank you to those who 
have paid. 

Outgoings: £278 for the production of Outlook. In May 
2021 we were successful in obtaining a one-off grant from 
Herts County Council towards its production costs.

£100 as a donation to the Bengeo Area Neighbourhood 
Plan to ensure the Plan was delivered – see later in the 
newsletter for information about this. 

We hope we can again support local residents who 
organise events for the residents in their roads/area. 

During 2020 we obtained funds through Councillor 
Andrew Stevenson to support residents during Covid and 
for professional advice on the possible sale of land forming 
part of Bengeo Field. So far, we have not had to commit 
anything for advice on the sale and the £500 grant is part of 
the £685 Creditors on the balance sheet. The balance is the 
unused portion of the Covid grant which we are intending 
to use to support another community wide project.

Great news! You can now pay your subscription online!  
Here are the details:

Forthcoming AGM

Treasurer’s report 2020/21 

This is our first Outlook for a while; find more up-to-date information at http://www.molewood.org.uk

Subscription for 2022 is £3 per household and 
payable now. Please see the end of the Newsletter 
for details on how to pay for your subscription.

http://www.molewood.org.uk
mailto:enquiries%40molewood.org.uk?subject=
http://www.molewood.org.uk
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Bengeo Neighbourhood Area Plan [BNAP]
Hopefully, you will have heard the fantastic news that the 
plan was agreed by an overwhelming majority in the May 
referendum. Brenda Heninghem worked tirelessly to help 
push this through. See: http://www.molewood.org.uk/
news; Love Bengeo website https://lovebengeo.org.uk/ 
and, for the formal adoption in the Council minutes of 
July 28th  2021 of the plan by East Herts District Council  
http://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/documents [page 152]. 

Bengeo housing developments:  The Stiles 
and Waterford Wick
Building work is progressing well on both of these sites. 
The development of 2,3,4, and 5 bedroom houses 
is progressing on the old nursery site, The Stiles,  
https://www.durkan.co.uk/development/the-stiles/. The 
eight luxury sustainable homes are well on the way to 
completion at Waterford Wick.
https://www.waterfordwick.co.uk/

Bengeo Field update
The Stop Bengeo Quarry representatives met on 3rd 
September 2021 with Hertfordshire County Council [HCC] 
Minerals and Development officers, and Councillors 
representing HCC Development Control Committee, 
to discuss residents’ concerns about the delays with the 
draft Minerals Local Plan [MLP] as well as restoration of 
old Rickneys quarry. It was reassuring to hear that the 
past decisions of the Planning Inspectorate about the 
water pollution in Bengeo Field will be taken into account, 
and the HCC officers have contacted Hanson to agree a 
restoration plan. At the same time while Preferred area 2 
(Bengeo Field/Rickneys) is not included in the draft MLP, it 
was disappointing to hear it will take 2 more years before 
the new MLP is fully adopted and approved.  We will update 
you when we know more.

Christmas lights - Who will 
win this year?!
We are hoping the high standard of last year’s Christmas 
lights will be repeated this year! Committee members, 
including some of their children, had an enjoyable evening 
walking around Bengeo judging the light displays. With 
very stiff competition, our £25 donation to charity prizes 
were awarded to two houses in Desborough Close. Andy 
White donated £25 to Leukaemia Research and Darren 
Skidmore donated £25 to RNLI. Thank you to all those 
who lit up their houses.

Neighbourhood news

Photo: Steve Beeston

The Stiles

Waterford Wick

http://www.molewood.org.uk
mailto:enquiries%40molewood.org.uk?subject=
http://www.molewood.org.uk/news
http://www.molewood.org.uk/news
https://lovebengeo.org.uk/ 
https://www.durkan.co.uk/development/the-stiles/
https://www.waterfordwick.co.uk/
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Bengeo Community Garden it’s on its way!
Veronica Fraser reports “Using the space on the corner of 
Tower Street and Duncombe Road as a community garden 
was endorsed as part of the Bengeo Area Neighbourhood 
Plan. The next step is making it happen! With the help of 
Mudlarks charity, we plan to maximise the use of native, 
wildlife friendly plants, resulting in a community garden 
that looks attractive for as much of the year as possible but 
isn’t ‘over tidy’. 

Some pruning and clearance has already taken place and a 
plan for enhancing the space, to include a path and bench, 
is in preparation.  We need to resolve leasing arrangements 
and to reassure UK Power Networks that nothing we 
do will compromise the security of their adjacent site. 
We want the garden to look attractive for years and that 
means a plan for ongoing maintenance. Local people 
and businesses will be approached to donate/make such 
things as bird boxes”.

George Sandell 
Many of you will have heard of the death of Stapleford 
resident George Sandell in May. He attended all the 
hearings of the Stop Bengeo Quarry campaign and was 
active in the original campaign at Rickneys. MRA has made 
a donation of £100 towards a bench in his memory https://
www.riverbeane.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/
George-Sandell-MBE.pdf

Bengeo Primary School
We would like to welcome the new Head teacher, Justine 
Page.

Donate a book, take a book, at Holy Trinity 
Church   
Are you a keen reader? Go along to Holy Trinity Church, near 

the door to the church, and swap your book for another book!

Bereavement Café held 
on the third Thursday 
evening of each month
An informal, monthly drop-in 
for adults who want to meet, 
share experiences and chat 
with people who have also 
been through bereavement. 
Hosted by friendly local people, set up by volunteers from 
Holy Trinity Church, Bengeo.
https://www.parishofbengeo.com/bereavement-cafe/

6:30pm – 8pm at The Secret Garden Tea Room, 89 The 
Avenue, Hertford SG14 3DU  
Telephone enquiries: 01992 413691

The next two meetings are on Thursday 16th December 
and Thursday 20th January 2022.

333 bus
Have you vowed to be more green since lockdown? 
Please use our 333 bus!! The more we use it the less likely 
it is that services will get cut. For a printable timetable:
https://passenger-line-assets.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.
com/intalink/service/684dfd3c-8edf-4e6c-bcd4-
b7843f98070d-timetable-20211026-39ecafeb.pdf

http://www.molewood.org.uk
mailto:enquiries%40molewood.org.uk?subject=
https://www.riverbeane.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/George-Sandell-MBE.pdf
https://www.riverbeane.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/George-Sandell-MBE.pdf
https://www.riverbeane.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/George-Sandell-MBE.pdf
https://www.parishofbengeo.com/bereavement-cafe/
https://passenger-line-assets.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/intalink/service/684dfd3c-8edf-4e6c-bcd4-b7843f98070d-timetable-20211026-39ecafeb.pdf
https://passenger-line-assets.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/intalink/service/684dfd3c-8edf-4e6c-bcd4-b7843f98070d-timetable-20211026-39ecafeb.pdf
https://passenger-line-assets.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/intalink/service/684dfd3c-8edf-4e6c-bcd4-b7843f98070d-timetable-20211026-39ecafeb.pdf


If you want to support MRA complete the slip and put it through the letter box of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

Please tick appropriate boxes below

       I/we want to support the Molewood Residents’ Association for 2022.

       I/we have paid our subscription by online banking (details highlighted above) or

       I enclose my £3 per household payment for this year’s subscription. 

My/our name is....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

and I/we live at.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my email address 

……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................……………………………………..……………………………………………………..........
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MRA Committee meetings
Our next two committee meetings are on 18th January 
2022 and 1st March 2022. If you are concerned about 
something local and would like us to discuss it at a meeting, 
please use the ‘contact us’ section on the MRA website.

We are hoping our local councillor, Ben Crystall 
https://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.
aspx?UID=2681&J=1 will attend our future committee 
meetings and write a regular column for Outlook.

And finally, we would like to wish you all a happy 
festive season and all the best for 2022.

Your Outlook is printed by:
Mobile Stationery & printing center limited
Unit 10 Hartham View Industrial Estate
Hartham Lane, Hertfordshire, SG14 1QN

Local   businesses – snippets
All of the shops on The Avenue are open for business, 
some with different hours. 

Good News:  many of you will have noticed that Ash is 
having a shop refit offering a more extensive range of 
goods.

The Secret Garden Café: closed on Sundays and Mondays 
but open from 8:30pm- 2pm on other week days.

Headlines is open for longer hours and Walton Lodge 
is open 9am- 5pm Mondays to Fridays and shut at the 
weekend.

The Avenue Pharmacy is open 9am - 6pm every 
weekday and 9am - 1pm on Saturday; booked flu 
vaccinations available.

Bengeo Post Office is open in the Co-op,  Monday- 
Thursday from 9-5pm. It may close earlier at 3pm 
depending on staffing.

Adam from the White Lion has taken over the Greyhound, 
where Thai food is now being served.

Your Association
The Molewood Residents’ Association was formed in the 
late 1960s and represents residents of the Molewood 
estate, Bengeo. This is the area north from The Drive and 
west of Bengeo Street and Sacombe Road. 

We need an injection - of new members - to keep the 
residents of Bengeo informed of local news/concerns! 
Are you Interested in local affairs and want to find out 
more about what is happening in Bengeo? 

Can you spare a few hours every 6-8 weeks to attend 
a meeting with like-minded residents? We have just the 
opportunities for you, enquiries@molewood.org.uk. 

The aim of the association is to support Molewood 
residents and enhance their enjoyment of the Molewood 
neighbourhood. The association contributes to community 
events arranged by residents and to community projects. 
The Association issues 2 or 3 Outlook newsletters annually. 

Copies of old newsletters are on our website. If you have 
any old copies, documents or photos of the estate, we’d 
love you to share them. 

Annual membership of Molewood Residents’ Association 
costs £3 per household a year.

How to pay for your subscription

Account name: Molewood Residents Donations Account 
Sort Code: 60-10-39  Account no: 18411010 
Reference: your name and house number 

General Members
Nick Gough, 11 Lys Hill Gardens

Marie Archer, 55 The Wick

John Edwards, 8 The Wick

Rachel Ogier, 23 Trinity Grove

Committee details
Chair: Emily White, 27 The Drive 

Treasurer: Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue

Secretary: Kath Richardson, 7  Farquhar Street

Editor: Linda Pryor, Lys Hill Gardens

Website Manager: 
Paul Ogier

Outlook Graphics: 
Jim Martin
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