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We know that Christmas this year is going to be very diff erent for all of us. The 
committee extends its good wishes for a happy and healthy Christmas to everyone.

Many of you will have seen the Yarn Bombers [aka Secret Society of Hertford 
Crafters https://www.ssohc.co.uk/] have been extremely busy knitting again 
and decorating Hertford’s 27 post boxes to deliver some much needed 
seasonal cheer. They are fundraising for Carers in Herts and East Herts Citizens 
Advice Bureau.

Earlier this year, during national lockdown, we published our Spring Newsletter with the expectation that our AGM [which 
has taken place in May for over 50 years] would be postponed until September.  In recent years the addition of Pizza 
and Prosecco has made it a great event to meet with neighbours, friends and our committee.  This year, without the 
possibility of meeting in one place and coronavirus continuing to restrict our day-to-day freedoms, the AGM was 
postponed altogether. The committee has volunteered to remain in post until next year’s AGM.  We welcome new 
members Mark Harley and Lee Burnham.

Shortened versions of the Chairman’s Annual Report and the Treasurer’s report follow. 

Welcome to our Winter edition

Chairman’s message

As I stand on the edge of another year coming to a close, I refl ect upon the magnifi cent contribution that Molewood 
Residents have made to Bengeo and Hertford in the last 18 months. I wish to name a few people who have stepped 
forward for the greater good; willingly volunteered their time and energy to protect assets that we all value:

Chairman’s Report, Ben Penrose

Aska Wisniewska-Pickering and the 
Stop Bengeo Quarry (SBQ) Campaign 
Team who continue to monitor the 
status of the Hertfordshire Minerals’ 
Plan following a successful campaign 
to protect our nearby green-belt 
countryside.  We’re hopeful that the 
nominated sites for aggregate removal continues to 
exclude Rickneys and Bengeo Field at least for the next 10 
years. https://stopbengeoquarry.org.uk/

John Howson for leading the Bengeo Neighbourhood 
Area Plan as Chairman through to the point at which we’re 
nearing a referendum on accepting the recommendations 
into our local planning framework.  
https://lovebengeo.org.uk/ and 
https://www.hertford.gov.uk/bengeo-neighbourhood-plan/

Emily White, Nick Gough, Alan Sewell and Linda Pryor 
were among a number of other Bengeo residents who 
got involved in demonstrating our community’s interest 
in purchasing Bengeo Field from the Ware Park Trust.  
This group came together at short notice in April and 
supported one another excellently to pull together some 
land valuations after the Ware Park Trust proposed selling 
the land on the proposed quarry site.

https://www.ssohc.co.uk/
https://stopbengeoquarry.org.uk/
https://lovebengeo.org.uk/
https://www.hertford.gov.uk/bengeo-neighbourhood-plan/
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Key Points from the Treasurer’s report 2019/20 Alan Sewell
• Accounts inspected in April 2020 with many thanks to David Brooks and Colin Crannis  

• Income at £742 remains similar to previous years

• Support from MRA households form the main source of income as before

•  Thank you to those of you who have already paid your annual subscription of £3/household. It supports activities and 
projects which can benefit our area 

•  Outlook production costs were £284 this year. Any stories for inclusion will be gratefully received as would offers of 
sponsorship for Outlook; we accept paid advertising from local businesses.

•  £500 was paid to print the Bengeo Area Neighbourhood Plan to ensure the  report was completed professionally and 
ensure its impact for the benefit of residents

• We have supported groups of residents who have organised events for their road. In 2019/20 this was just £50. 

• Overall, the Association had a deficit this year of £418 but still maintains a relatively healthy bank balance of £1918.

John Howson popped up a second time as he was also 
able to find time to support the Save Beane Marshes 
campaign alongside leading the BNAP group, helping to 
raise £95,000 with other volunteers across Bengeo and 
Hertford to save one of our most beautiful local places. 
The land is now owned by Herts and Middlesex Wildlife 
Trust. https://savebeanemarshes.org.uk/

I would also like to thank Dimiter (aka Jimmy) Dimitrov and 
Cynthia Stroud, [https://www.jedidiah.org.uk/] Bengeo 
Residents, for their volunteering work and for setting up 
Covid support groups.  Molewood Residents Association 
was able to support Jimmy and his team of volunteers by 
accessing a grant provided by Herts County Council.

There are surely others who go un-named in my recollection 
but to everyone who has volunteered time and energy this 
year, let me thank you on behalf of our community for your 
efforts.  You all make Bengeo a wonderful place to live in.

Some of you have already started to brighten our evening 
walks with your lovely displays of Christmas lights. Thank 
you.

Molewood festive lights competition enters its 6th year and 
the standard of lighting across our part of Bengeo grows 
year on year. Last year’s spoils were shared in Desborough 
Close with both Brightest Bengeo and Majestic Molewood 
awards taken by residents there.   Laser shows are growing in 
popularity with double the number of houses adorning their 
walls and windows with snowflakes, Father Christmas and 
falling stars last year!

In addition to the neighbourly prestige attached to the 
awards, donations of £25 each are made to the winners’ 
selected charities in January.

So, deck your houses with lights and Santas and the 
committee will again be looking for winners of Brightest 
Bengeo and Majestic Molewood for 2020!

Seasonal lights 

Photo: Steve Beeston

https://savebeanemarshes.org.uk/
https://www.jedidiah.org.uk/
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Coronavirus Update

Local news

Community is so important, especially at this time of 
year when dark evenings can increase people’s sense of 
isolation. Hopefully we are still maintaining all the new 
friendships and support that occurred in the early days of 
lockdown although this has maybe become a bit more 
difficult as people return to work. 

Successful and well used WhatsApp groups have been 
formed on many of our streets and have provided a life line 
to some participants. Please do keep in touch with people 
who may be on their own this Christmas.

Some useful Coronavirus related information:
Staying Well in Hertfordshire – this is a booklet for older 
people with lots of sensible advice and contact details 
https://www.healthierfuture.org.uk/publications/2020/
november/your-guide-to-staying-well-in-hertfordshire. 

Paper copies will be coming soon - possibly available 
through your GP surgeries.

Local surgeries: All our surgeries are open. Be re-assured 
our GPs are working as normal, but when you ring your 
surgery, you will be assessed by a medical professional 
who might ask you to attend the surgery in a Covid-safe 
manner if they need to see you to assess your symptoms. 
Please do not ignore any new symptoms which have 
developed in your body; JUST ring the surgery or use 
e-consult. 

Keeping fit: Did you know that Joe Wicks does short 
exercise workouts – free on You Tube – for children, 
adults and seniors, even armchair exercises for those who 
are less mobile? https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ 

Many of you will have noticed that the site on Sacombe Road 
has been cleared and work is starting on the development.

Waterford Wick update – October 2020
Ruth Roll, from Environmental Communications Ltd, reported 
in mid-October that the land at Waterford Wick, Sacombe Road 
has been taken over by Heritage Estate Group.  The plan now 
is for six 3 bedroomed houses and two 4 bedroomed houses 
[no two beds]. The District Council is considering these plans 
as a minor amendment to the existing planning permission.

Heritage has now accessed the site to prune back the 
overhanging branches of about 8-10 native trees (potentially 
including Cherry, Goat Willow, Silver Birch, Alder, Maple and Ash) 
and to start putting in infrastructure for the new development.  
Building work is proposed to start in the new year. In line with 
the planning permission, there will be no construction vehicles 
using either Vicarage Lane or Sacombe Road.  

Local businesses
We are so grateful to all our lovely local businesses who have 
worked so hard recently to serve us and provide a sense of 
community to Bengeo.  

Elaine and her team at Walton Lodge Vets have kept our pets 
well during lockdown.

Bengeo Nursery housing development Avenue Pharmacy is a welcome addition to The Parade. Saran 
and his friendly team are as helpful as ever, providing a much-
needed service. They can be contacted by calling 01992 
581001 or by visiting the Facebook page.  

Ash continues to keep us in the news and provide us with 
groceries, cards and papers.

Joanne at The Secret Garden was really pleased to be open 
for take-aways during lockdown. Have you seen her unique 
Christmas cards and gifts made by local artists and tried her 
delicious cakes?!

Headlines will be reopening again in early December with 
extended working hours to enable us to shorten our locks and 
style our hair!

Although just outside our area our two pubs, The Greyhound 
and The White Lion have been open for take-aways.

The Greyhound is under new management https://www.
greyhoundbengeo.com/

Gareth and Kate report: “We have taken over at The Greyhound, 
Bengeo and wanted to introduce ourselves and update you as 
to what is happening! Gareth has worked as a Head Chef for 
many years and we have The Orange Tree Pub, Restaurant & 
Farm Shop in Sawbridgeworth (@orangetreesbw) and we are 

https://www.healthierfuture.org.uk/publications/2020/november/your-guide-to-staying-well-in-hertfordshire
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
https://www.greyhoundbengeo.com/
https://www.instagram.com/orangetreesbw/


Your Association
The Molewood Residents’ Association was formed in 
the late 1960s and represents residents of the Molewood 
estate, Bengeo. This is the area north from The Drive and 
west of Bengeo Street and Sacombe Road. 

WE NEED NEW VOLUNTEERS to support the work 
of our association as our committee has shrunk in recent 
years and we need new people to join us.

The aim of the association is to support Molewood 
residents and enhance their enjoyment of the Molewood 
neighbourhood. The association contributes to community 
events arranged by residents and to community projects. 
The Association issues 2 or 3 Outlook newsletters annually. 
As mentioned before, copies of old newsletters are on our 
website. If you have any old copies, documents or photos 
of the estate, we’d love you to share them.

Membership of Molewood Residents’ Association costs 
£3 per household a year. This can be sent to the 
Treasurer or will be collected door to door by committee 
members. Residents have the opportunity to discuss 
how the committee is doing and how it can work best 
to represent residents.

Committee details
Chair    
Ben Penrose             104 Cowper Crescent 

Treasurer    
Alan Sewell            16 The Avenue

Secretary 
Kath Richardson     7  Farquhar Street

Editor
Linda Pryor  Lys Hill Gardens

If you want to support MRA complete the slip and put it through the letter box of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

I/ we want to support the Molewood Residents’ Association for year to June 2021. I enclose my £3 per household payment 

for this year’s subscription.

 My/ our name is   …………………………………………………………………………………….……….....................

 and I/ we live at    ……………………………………………………………………………………….…….....................

 I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my 

 email address  ……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................ 
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•  Bengeo Co-op will be closed for refurbishment from 
16th Jan for 3 weeks

•  Work has started on the new housing estate at Sele on 
Thieves Lane

•  Consultation for Hartham Leisure Centre has closed – 
BNAP submitted comments

•  Hertfordshire Health Walks have recommenced. Booking 
essential https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/
recycling-waste-and-environment/countryside-
management/walking-events/hertfordshire-health-
walk-events.aspx

•  Discover Hertford https://hertford.net/ is a useful source 
of local information 

•  And for the ornithologists amongst you, you will have 
noticed the red kites circling Bengeo http://www.sekg.
org.uk/rootfolder%20SEKG/sekghistory.html

Keep healthy and well and risk free this Christmas holiday.

We wish you Seasons’ Greetings and all the best for 2021

News’ Snippets 

General Members
Nick Gough            11 Lys Hill Gardens
Marie Archer                  55 The Wick
John Edwards   8 The Wick
Emily White                      27 The Drive 
Rachel Ogier   23 Trinity Grove
Mark Harley  Buckwell’s Field
Lee Burnham  Cowper Crescent

Website Manager Paul Ogier

Outlook Graphics Jim Martin

Your Outlook is printed by:
Mobile Stationery & printing center limited
Unit 10 Hartham View Industrial Estate
Hartham Lane, Hertfordshire, SG14 1QN

really looking forward to adding to that and opening the 
doors to The Greyhound. We plan to open Weds-Sunday 
and we shall be serving food every day from 12pm-9pm 
(and 12pm-6pm on a Sunday). We are busy preparing 
behind the scenes and working on our menus, so do keep 
an eye on social media where we will post updates!”

Please do continue to support our local shops and pubs 
as much as you can. They need our support now more 
than ever, even if we have to wear face masks and socially 
distance within their premises!

And last, but not least, a huge thank you to the staff  at Bengeo 
Primary School who in the fi rst lockdown organised daily 
online learning for pupils, with feedback and video calls to 
keep pupils connected with their teachers and each other.  
They are also now managing the logistics of staying open 
during the second lockdown!

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/recycling-waste-and-environment/countryside-management/walking-events/hertfordshire-health-walk-events.aspx
https://hertford.net/
http://www.sekg.org.uk/rootfolder%20SEKG/sekghistory.html



