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Hello and welcome to the Autumn newsletter from the Molewood Residents’ Association (MRA). Our long-
standing residents may have noted that in recent years the frequency of publication of the Outlook has fallen. 
This has been a conscious decision made by the committee in the absence of an Editor and Designer for the 
newsletter.  We have recently added editorial resource with the support of Linda Pryor but continue to look for 
that willing individual with a creative flair to volunteer to take on the design duties of the publication.  

In the meantime we still post updates on the noticeboard next to the shops in The Avenue and have recently 
added a smaller noticeboard on the corner at the top of the steps between Church Road and The Avenue. Our 
website, at www.Molewood.org.uk, provides the most up-to-date information of the MRA. It’s worth a visit if 
only to read newsletters from the past… right back to our inception in the 1960’s!

Our header image is one of my favourite parts of Bengeo, a small footpath that crosses Molewood itself; found 
off Cowper Crescent it descends to North Road. Here you can turn left, loop back onto Molewood Road and 
meander along the Beane towards Hertford North station or The Millstream pub.  In our household we call it 
the ‘Secret Pathway’ as with our young boys we would start our explorations of the area from here and walk 
into the countryside for adventures.                  

Chairman’s message

Brightest Bengeo’ and ‘Majestic Molewood’ prizes will again be up for grabs as the Residents’ Association celebrates the 
efforts of our brightest stars at Christmas.  Desborough Close will again be the road to beat but with past winners coming 
from The Wick, The Avenue and The Drive there always remains room for an upset.  Judging will take place between 
Thursday 19th December and Monday 23rd December at nightfall.  Winners will receive donations to the charity of their 
choice as well as Bengeo-wide prestige!

Molewood at Christmas

Isabelle Hospice continues to undertake such wonderful 
work across our community, leading this year with its 
“Compassionate Neighbours” scheme.  The scheme is a free 
community-led, social movement offering friendship and a 
listening ear for anyone who is lonely, at risk of isolation or 
nearing the end of life through old age or illness.  Further 
details can be found through:
compassionateneighbours.org or by calling  or emailing 
Christine.novelli@isabelhospice.org.uk.

Loneliness at Christmas
Bengeo 2nd Scout Group (sited on Watermill Road) 
has recently undertaken a significant redecoration of its 
facilities. It now features a new kitchen and toilets, perfect 
for parties or regular day-time events.  www.bengeoscouts.
co.uk/hire-our-hall . This upgrade in facilities is an attempt 
to cover a significant rent increase from Hertford Town 
Council..  

In addition to the popular Christingle Service (Sunday 1st 
December @ 4pm), Bengeo’s Holy Trinity Church will 
be holding a Community Carol Service on Sunday 22nd 
December @ 6:30pm.  As well as featuring in the calendar 
on our website, details can be found on the parish website 
www.parishofbengeo.com.

Neighbourhood news
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Bengeo bus service 
under threat

Bengeo Neighbourhood 
Area Plan (BNAP)  

Funding for the provision of a Sunday service is due to run 
out soon and the County Council will be reviewing the 
longer term viability of the service.  

We are looking for willing volunteers to represent the 
views of Molewood and to offer the council some useful 
insights into what our community wants in respect to 
public transport provision.  Ideally we’re looking for regular 
bus users not necessarily just Sunday users.  

Please email enquiries@molewood.org.uk if you wish 
to volunteer to support us find a great conclusion to this 
challenge. Using the bus more will maybe help to keep the 
333 service https://bustimes.org/services/333-hertford-
bengeo-circular

- Transport Update:
As the County Council reviews its funding provision for 
the 333 service it is also looking to develop sustainable 
travel towns.  We spoke to Alex Daar, Chair for BNAP 
Travel Working Group and Molewood resident for her 
thoughts on the concept:

“Transport is a very contentious issue in Bengeo.  People 
get fed up with the mad traffic in the “rat run” and the 
queueing down Port Hill at peak times, adding to the Air 
Quality issues in Hertford.  And that’s just for starters….  

Hertfordshire County Council has announced that they are 
taking applications from local communities for Sustainable 
Travel Town Projects.  The Transport Working Group seized 
on this opportunity as a positive way forward for tackling 
the transport issues raised in our consultation on Bengeo.  
At the BNAP Steering Group meeting on 7th November 
we committed to working with other areas of the town to 
develop our application into a town-wide one by February 
2020.  Watch this space!”

Molewood Residents’ Association would be happy to pass 
on information to Alex if you’d be interested in getting 
involved in the project in the new year. Please tell a 
committee member or email us at: 
enquiries@molewood.org.uk

The consultation period for the Pre-Submission Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan (BNAP) closed on Sunday 15th 
September after Bengeo residents were given the chance 
to comment on the policies in the plan.  Nearly 3,500 
copies of the summary document were dropped into 
households across the ward by willing volunteers and 
regular prompts and updates were placed on the internet 
encouraging people to comment. 

Feedback during the consultation has been collated by the 
Neighbourhood Plan team and has been reviewed ahead 
of submission to East Herts for review.  Following East 
Herts input any amendments will be reflected ahead of 
an inspection of the policies by an Independent Examiner 
later in the year.  

A referendum to either adopt or reject the plan should take 
place in early 2020.  If adopted the plan becomes part of 
the planning policies used by East Herts District Council to 
assess any new planning application  until 2033.

Opinions sought on Pre-Submission Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan
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Following a very low key exhibition and consultation by 
land developers (CERDA) last year the development of the 
Nursery site took a step closer as property development 
company, Durkan, took ownership of the land earlier this 
year drafting proposals for the site at a public consultation 
in August.   

The formal planning application was submitted to EHDC in 
September. MRA sent a letter passing on our concerns after 
receiving feedback from residents particularly in respect to 
safety on Sacombe Road, school places and the pressure 
on infrastructure and services.

We expect this issue will run for some time yet and welcome 
any interested parties in joining us as we continue to fight for 
the right development for the site.

Following the great news in April that the appeals for quarrying Bengeo Field had been turned down in the favour of Stop 
Bengeo Quarry campaigners, we’re still waiting on a final list of sites for the Hertfordshire County Council Minerals Plan.  
Originally due in April/May this year we understand that complications with other Hertfordshire quarry sites are delaying the 
decision.

We’re keen for some positive news here as Bengeo Field and Rickneys were removed from the proposed plan for preferred 
sites in Hertfordshire for the foreseeable future.

Hanson Request Further Extension to their Rights to Quarry at Rickneys:
Since mothballing Rickneys Quarry, gravel company Hanson UK have maintained a right to continue to quarry the site, 
which was due to expire in 2017.  Previously extensions to the right to quarry have been granted due to the site’s inclusion 
in the Hertfordshire Minerals Plan.  We had reported in previous issues that Hanson were requesting for another extension 
to 2021 and that this could give RJD Ltd and Gowling Trust a different access point to Bengeo Field and they could apply 
again to quarry the Bengeo Field site.  
We understand that the application to extend their rights is “in abeyance” and that Hanson are now considering their position 
in light of the Secretary of State’s decision about Bengeo Field.  We remain vigilant in awaiting more information and are 
waiting for a firmer date at which the HCC Development Control Committee will make a decision.

Please keep an eye out on our website, www.stopbengeoquarry.org.uk, and the community notice board by the shops 
on The Avenue for an update on this.  In the meantime, we hope there will be no further surprises and we can all enjoy the 
wonderful walk to Chapmore End. 

Bengeo Nursery Application

Quarry stopped, 
but we’re still waiting on HCC Minerals Plan



Your Association
The Molewood Residents’ Association was formed in the late 1960s and represents residents of the Molewood 
estate, Bengeo. This is the area north from The Drive and west of Bengeo Street and Sacombe Road. 

As we enter 2020 WE NEED NEW VOLUNTEERS to support the work of our association as our committee has 
shrunk in recent years and we need new people to join us.

The aim of the association is to support Molewood residents and enhance their enjoyment of the Molewood 
neighbourhood. The association organises events and contributes to community events arranged by residents. The 
Association issues 2 or 3 Outlook newsletters annually. As mentioned before, copies of old newsletters are on our 
website. If you have any old copies, documents or photos of the estate, we’d love to hear from you.

Annual membership of Molewood Residents’ Association costs £2 per household a year (£3 from June 2020) 
and will be collected door to door by committee members. This gives people the opportunity to discuss how the 
committee is doing and how it can work best to represent residents.

Committee details

Chair    
Ben Penrose             104 Cowper Crescent 

Treasurer    
Alan Sewell            16 The Avenue

Secretary 
Kath Richardson     126 Cowper Crescent

General Members

Nick Gough            11 Lys Hill Gardens

Marie Archer                  55 The Wick

John Edwards   8 The Wick

Emily White                      27 The Drive 

Colin Broomfield 73 Buckwells Field

Website Manager Paul Ogier

To join for 2020 complete the slip and put it through the letter box of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

I/ we want to support the Molewood Residents’ Association for 2019. I enclose my £2 per household payment for this 

year’s subscription.

 My/ our name is   …………………………………………………………………………………….……….....................

 and I/ we live at    ……………………………………………………………………………………….…….....................

 I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my 

 email address  ……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................ 
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The shops on The Avenue offer a diverse range of services 
and as the Winter encroaches upon our year it’s of a 
great benefit to have a local chemist serving Molewood 
and wider-Bengeo. Many members of our community 
are already benefiting from the fast, friendly and reliable 
service that Smaran and his team provides.

People requiring flu jabs can either make an appointment 
or just pop in on the off chance.  Health checks are 
available and are a great alternative to dropping into the 
GP.  There is the additional benefit of not having a 2 week 
waiting time either!

Keeping Healthy this 
Winter... and all year round


