
Bengeo Primary School on Tuesday 7th May at 7pm.  Join 
us for Prosecco and Snacks/Pizza whilst we review the 
events of the previous year and look forward to what the 
year ahead has in store for us all.  Rumour has it there may 
be a police presence there to!
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Hello and welcome to another newsletter from the 
Molewood Residents’ Association (MRA). It’s an exciting year 
for all residents in Bengeo and in many respects decisions 
made this year could shape how our community develops 
in the next 5 to 10 years. We have a small high quality 
housing development starting at the junction of Sacombe 
Road and Vicarage Lane this year (see below); the decision 
on the quarry planning appeal has just arrived in (see more 
on page 3) and await more news on the development of 
the Bengeo Plant Nursery site. The MRA plays an important 
part in dealing with the issues that we face on your behalf. 
Many of our residents continue to volunteer their time and 
energy towards making Bengeo a better place to live in. To 
those of you helping and supporting Molewood remain a 
wonderful place to live and enjoy I thank you all… To those 
of you inspired by our stories or want to invest a little more 
into our community please feel free to make yourself 
known to us – volunteers are always welcome.

Whilst we’re on the subject of supporting the community 
please join us at the Annual Molewood Review (AGM) at 

The breaking of ground took place on the 19th 
February at “Waterford Hamel”, a site between 
Sacombe Road and Vicarage Lane after plans for 
the 8 properties were formally approved by East 
Herts Council. 

The site will be sensitively developed, using a former 
industrial site to showcase 8 new homes built to the highest 
energy efficiency standards and using a new construction 
technique using pre-fabricated concrete panels shipped 
to site.  

The site owners and builders CRH will showcase the site for 
similar developments worldwide – putting Bengeo firmly 
on the eco-home map.  We are going to use this style of 
house as a benchmark for future housing development in 
the Bengeo Neighbourhood Area Plan (BNAP).  

Chairman’s message

8 Eco-Homes at Waterford Hamel
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•  Housing & Development
•  Transport & Transit
•  Environment and Green Spaces
•  Culture
•  Businesses

The Bengeo Neighbourhood Area Planning group (BNAP) 
continues to generate momentum towards a final plan 
and referendum on a Neighbourhood Plan for Bengeo as 
they showcased their draft policies in an open event at Mill  
Mead Primary School on the weekend of 23rd and 24th 
March. 

The policies are formed into 5 areas and these are:  

John Howson, Chair of the BNAP steering group and 
Molewood resident said: 

“We are delighted to be able to present to 
the community a vision of Bengeo moving 
towards a more sustainable future. A Bengeo 
in which we preserve our green spaces 
while tackling some of the pressing traffic 
management issues that confront us today, 
and coming up with a thought through plan 
for community, housing and business. We 
want this to be a plan for all our residents 
and a future Bengeo for all our residents. So 
please get along and ensure your voice is 
heard”

The first stage of consultation took place at Bengeo Primary 
School last July and was well attended by residents across 
Bengeo and this event was equally well attended as over 
220 residents dropped into the exhibition.  Armed with 
questionnaires as they reviewed the policies, supporting 

information, maps and photos many residents were 
impressed by the work that had gone into the policies.
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Residents of villages across the UK are resorting to the use 
of hair dryers at the roadside in an attempt to slow down 
speeding motorists.  Jean Brooks, 64 from Nottingham has 
had over 12 million views on YouTube as she demonstrates 
her ability to reduce the speed of motorists on the road 
outside her house.  

Speeding is an issue that the MRA committee regularly 
get feedback on and residents can make a difference by 
volunteering enforcement via Hertfordshire’s Community 
DriveSafe initiative.  We have materials and contacts available 
for willing volunteers … so leave the hair dryer in the drawer 
and let us know who would be willing to help lower the 
speed to improve our environment and safety on the roads 
across Molewood.

DriveSafe initiative

We have been asked by several of you if someone has 
started digging for gravel in the field between the B158 
Wadesmill Road and the River Rib. We can reassure 
you that it is the landowner enlarging a pond and 
doing landscaping.

Digging in the land opposite 
Bengeo Field
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On Thursday 4th April (soon to be renamed the 
Day of the Lone Oak?) the Secretary of State, 
Sajid Javid, delivered a final verdict on the Quarry 
proposal for Bengeo Field.  In short he upheld 
Herts County Council’s decision to reject both 
the application to remove 1.75 million and 1.25 
million tonnes of aggregate from Bengeo field. 
Saving our much loved field and well-worn route 
to Chapmore End. 

Campaign lead Aska Wisniewska-Pickering said: 

“We are all utterly delighted with the news and 
the decision by the Secretary of State to refuse 
the appeal. After 3 years of campaigning 
against the quarry proposals in Hertford, 
we achieved the result we so much hoped 
for. None of that would have been possible 
without the huge support, community 
collaboration, engagement, and expertise 
of the residents, Councillors, and parents 
of the Bengeo schools. I can’t describe 
how lucky we are to have the expertise and 
incredible commitment among the Stop 
Bengeo Quarry campaigners. We hope that 
this appeal decision by the minister will set 
out an important milestone and a ‘material 
consideration’ in determination of any other 
case on the area. This will be important 
for the pending decision by HCC on the 
adjacent Rickneys quarry extension.” 

Bengeo Quarry Stopped!

The recommendations from the Planning Inspectorate, 
John Woolcock included:

• The site is a landscape resource and of visual amenity 
to the urban area of Hertford 

• A restored gravel pit would not present itself in the 
same character that the natural landscape does… 

• There was a demonstrated impact to residents quality 
of life and the amenity of the area 

• A risk of groundwater pollution and its potential 
impact on the aquifer feeding Hertford’s water supply

Further comments on the proposal included the emergent 
planning elements of the area including the decision by 
Herts County Council to remove the site from the Preferred 
Minerals Plan and the progress being made by the Bengeo 
Neighbourhood Area Plan (BNAP).  Thanks must go to 
all volunteers supporting both Stop Bengeo Quarry and 
BNAP whose efforts have gone a long way to shaping the 
outcome of this decision.

Development of a further 100 homes over and 
above the 50 homes planned for the nursery 
site within the East Herts District Plan are 
dependent upon the outcome for the quarry 
application. 

Ben Penrose added: 
“On behalf of many Molewood residents I wish to recognise 
the significant effort invested by the Stop Bengeo Quarry 
team in creating a positive decision in our favour… the 
decision has the added benefit that a significant part of 
housing planned for the Sacombe Road is reliant on 

quarrying taking place before housing can be sited in the 
Green Belt… without the quarrying we would hope that 
East Herts stays true to its commitment of maintaining the 
Green Belt in its current state.”

The next developments related to quarrying in our area 
include the application from Hanson to maintain their 
rights to quarrying at Rickneys and the final conclusion 
to the Herts Minerals Plan… covering quarrying in 
Hertfordshire for the next decade.  We’ll be watching the 
Development Control Committees on 25th April and 23rd 
May very closely to see if the decision on the appeal is 
further solidified by decisions made there…



Your Association
The Molewood Residents’ Association was formed 
in the late 1960’s and represents residents of the 
Molewood estate, Bengeo. This is the area north from 
The Drive and west of Sacombe Road to the north of 
Hertford. 

The aim of the association is to support Molewood 
residents and enhance their enjoyment of the 
Molewood neighbourhood. The association organises 
events and contributes to community events arranged 
by residents. The Association issues 3 or 4 Outlook 
newsletters each year. If you would like to read about 
the early days of the estate our website has copies of 
newsletters of the time saved on our website. 

Annual membership of Molewood Residents’ 
Association costs £2 per household a year and will 
be collected door to door by committee members 
starting in June. This gives people the opportunity to 
discuss how the committee is doing and how it can 
work best to represent residents.

Please get in touch if you have any old papers, 
especially from between 1970 and 1975

Committee details

Chair    

Ben Penrose             104 Cowper Crescent 

Treasurer    

Alan Sewell            16 The Avenue

Secretary 

Kath Richardson     126 Cowper Crescent

General Members

Nick Gough            11 Lys Hill Gardens

Marie Archer                  55 The Wick

John Edwards   8 The Wick

Emily White                      27 The Drive 

Colin Broomfield 73 Buckwells Field

Website Manager Paul Ogier

Outlook Editor  (Vacant)

Outlook Graphics Richard Wykes

To join for 2019 complete the slip and put it through the letter box of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

I/ we want to support the Molewood Residents’ Association for 2019. I enclose my £2 per household payment for this 

year’s subscription.

 My/ our name is   …………………………………………………………………………………….……….....................

 and I/ we live at    ……………………………………………………………………………………….…….....................

 I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my 

 email address  ……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................ 
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Outlook editor wanted
Would you like to hone your journalistic skills by 
helping put together our newsletter? If you are 
interested in local news please get in touch by email 
or talk to a  committee member.

Save the date
Save the date for the Annual 
Molewood Review (AGM) from 

7pm on Tuesday 7th May 
at Bengeo Primary

Your Outlook is printed by:
Mobile Stationery & printing center limited
Unit 10 Hartham View Industrial Estate
Hartham Lane, Hertfordshire, SG14 1QN
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Looking for a fresh interior this Summer?
Then contact local mums, Julie and Gemma 

who are providing quotations for interior 
painting work from May onwards... 

see our work on Facebook 
    - Gems and Jewels Interior Painters

Proudly supported by


