
A spokesperson for SBQ told us, 

“We have all been incredibly encouraged by the residents’ 
response. People feel passionately about it and are 
strongly engaged: the participation in the events, the 
volume of emails, ideas, comments and support is just 
amazing. We are lucky to have so many knowledgeable 
people living in and around Hertford, who have got so 
much expertise, skills and knowledge and who love where 
they live and don’t want to see it change. Thank you to 
everyone!”

There’s plenty to still get involved with: come along to 
the Bengeo Field Fun Day on 10 July 12-4pm or have a 
look at www.stopbengeoquarry.org.uk where you can find 
updates on the proposal and what else you can do to help 
and continue to show your support.

Outlook Molewood 
Residents’ 
Association

Summer Edition 2016

web: http://www.molewood.org.uk  email: enquiries@molewood.org.uk

Over recent months the community has united in their 
opposition to a proposed quarry in Bengeo in the fields 
between Sacombe Road, Wadesmill Road and Chapmore 
End forest as reported in the previous edition of Outlook. 
Many residents on the Molewood estate are proudly 
showing their opposition with posters in their windows and 
signs outside their houses. The MRA, who have formally 
opposed the application, are working closely with Stop 
Bengeo Quarry (SBQ) group to add weight to their very 
successful opposition campaign, providing technical and 
financial support where needed. Many high profile figures 
are also backing the Stop Bengeo Quarry campaign: Mark 
Prisk, MP for Hertford and Stortford, has written to HCC 
with his opposition after he received a significant number 
of emails and letters from constituents detailing their 
concerns about the effects on the environment, health 
of pupils at Bengeo Primary School and residents, traffic 
and pollution. District Councillor Paul Philips and Hertford 
County Councillor Andrew Stevenson have also formally 
raised concerns about the proposal. 

The SBQ campaign has seen enormous support from 
residents on the issue: HCC has received over 825 
individual representations of opposition to the proposal. 
Some 320 people gathered in Sacombe Rd Park for the 
initial residents meeting, at least 200 were at the residents’ 
meeting in Bengeo Primary School and an estimated 300 
people staged an opposition walk across the Bengeo 
fields to the Woodman pub. 
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MRA supports Stop Bengeo Quarry campaign

MRA 2016 AGM

Bengeo Blueprint

Our 51st Annual General Meeting took place in Bengeo 
Primary’s school hall on 10 May. The AGM was well 
attended by residents, as well as County Councillor 
Andrew Stevenson, District Councillor Peter Ruffles and 
Town Councillors Sue Dunkley and Sally Newton. Drinks 
and nibbles were provided by the Association.

In his last job as the outgoing Chairman, Nick Gough gave 
a review of the past year, including the popular quiz night 
in March, the recent quarry planning application and the 
traffic calming measures around Molewood. Nick stood 
down after many years as Chairman and was replaced 
by Ben Penrose, a long standing committee member.  We 
extend our heartfelt thanks for all the efforts that Nick has 
put into the Chairman role.

Andrew Stevenson and Peter Ruffles both spoke about 
the quarry application, as well as other issues concerning 
Molewood and all the councillors were on hand to answer 
any other questions our residents had.

Thanks to all those residents who took the time to fill in our 
Bengeo Blueprint survey in the last edition of Outlook. The 
questionnaires have been gathered in and we are working 
on the next steps of this crucial project - we will keep you 
updated on progress.



MRA committee member John Edwards of The Wick, 
Bengeo, was shocked but greatly honoured to be invited 
to attend The Queen’s Royal Garden Party on 19 May 
2016.

John, who is Chairman of The Welwyn Hatfield Branch of 
Parkinson’s UK, was nominated for his public service and 
work in the local community. John attended the Palace 
with Jean Jones, the dedicated branch secretary.

John said, “The visit was an amazing experience and The 
Queen, Prince Philip, and other members of the Royal 
family were in attendance. The weather was kind and the 
food excellent, it was truly a day to remember and one I 
will always cherish.”

This local branch of Parkinson’s UK offers a great deal 
to Parkinson’s sufferers and their carers such as respite, 
exercise classes, outings, art classes, social afternoons, 
and is very friendly and supportive.

The branch can be contacted by calling 07831 931405.

We are pleased to confirm our previous report of the 
number of houses planned to be built north of Bnegeo 
has been reduced from the planned 150 to just 50. 

This was part of the District Plan which was created 
to detail how East Herts would cope with housing 
demands up to 2031. At the time, the MRA wrote to East 
Herts District Council explaining why it felt it could not 
accommodate such a large number of homes without 
further improvements to the current infrastructure. The 
main points of objection were lack of infrastructure such as 
schools, roads, medical facilities and drains; the erosion 
of Green Belt land; and the effect on the local ecology, 
such as the meads and nature reserve. However, the 
MRA has since learnt that a review of the District Plan has 
concluded that the development should be limited to 50 
dwellings on the Bengeo Nursery site mainly due to the 
area being Green Belt land. We will keep you updated on 
this proposal.

Confirmed - planned 
150 new houses down 
to 50 
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Following a consultation with residents about proposals to 
implement a 20mph zone the council have now introduced 
the scheme. A new flashing sign showing your speed (and 
a happy or a sad face accordingly!) has been erected on 
The Avenue near Bengeo Primary School, whilst new 20 

20mph zone introduced

mph signs have been painted on roads covered by the 
new speed zone  – there is no excuse for not knowing the 
speed limit now!

The roads covered by the new zone include The Wick, 
The Avenue, Peel Crescent, The Drive, Westfield Road, 
Church Road, Duncombe Road, Farquhar Street, Elton 
Road, Byde Street, Fanshawe Street, Wellington Street, 
Molewood Road and Port Vale.
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Join the Hertfordshire 
Health Walks
Hertfordshire Health Walks provide free, led, local, health 
focused walks across Hertfordshire, co-ordinated by 
Hertfordshire County Council’s Countryside Management 
Service.

The shortest walks are 20 minutes on flat and even ground 
with plenty of stopping places; many of these routes are 
wheelchair accessible. The gentlest walk in the Hertford 
area currently begins at 10am near Hertford Bus Station.
Longer walks are up to 90 minutes and there are plenty 
available including Tuesday’s weekly Waterford and 
Bengeo Marsh walk, meeting at 10am outside the shops 
on The Avenue, near Cowper Crescent. 

Walking is a great way to do something good for your 
health; adults who are physically active for 150 minutes 
each week are significantly less likely to develop heart 
disease, cancer and diabetes and there are great benefits 
for mental wellbeing too: walking in a group is a social 
activity. 

To find out more about Hertfordshire Health Walks, or 
volunteering as a Walk Leader, please visit http://www.
hertfordshirehealthwalks.org/ or contact the Countryside 
Management Service on 01992 588433 or healthwalks.
cms@hertfordshire.gov.uk.

The Drive Quiz Night Paying Tribute to Ken 
Lupton, RIP

The Drive hosted their 4th annual charity quiz on Friday 10 
June.  There was a royal theme to celebrate the Queen’s 
90th birthday with bunting, Union Jack table cloths and 
some of the questions had a royal connection.

Over 70 Bengeo residents and their friends and family 
took over the Church Hall on Duncombe Road. Over 20 
local businesses, including Headlines, Indulgence, Secret 
Garden and Patrick Photographer donated prizes for the 
raffle. A superb £1,100 was raised for Isobel Hospice. 
Well done to all those involved. 

On 29 February Ken Lupton, a long time Molewood 
resident and MRA committee member, passed away. Ken 
lived in Desborough Close with his wife Mary, and was a 
key member of the local branch of the RAF Association. 
Many residents knew him from his kindly manner when 
collecting for the RAF Benevolent Fund.
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Ken, who was born in 1926, has had two careers, firstly 
with the RAF and then with Hawker Siddeley Dynamics, 
which later became British Aerospace Dynamics.

Joining the RAF in 1943 as an aircraft apprentice he 
subsequently transferred to flying duties as a navigator, 
flying mainly in Mosquito, Meteor 11, Canberra, Valient 
and Vulcan aircraft. The two latter aircraft formed part of 
Britain’s ‘V’ bomber force where, during the long ‘cold war’ 
with Russia, he frequently spent long hours on ‘immediate 
readiness’.

Ken travelled the world extensively during his 26 years 
of RAF service seeing many exotic locations around 
the globe. Ken retired as Flight Lieutenant in 1969 but 
continued his connection with the RAF as Vice President 
of the Hertford and District branch of the RAF Association.

He went on to join HS Dynamics as a technical 
representative in Product Support. During the next 22 years 
he progressed through the company, finally becoming 
a Customer Support Manager dealing with world-wide 
customer support whilst also being actively involved in the 
selling off of the aircraft equipment business.

He retired for the second time in 1991. May he rest in 
peace.
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Your Association
Molewood Residents’ Association was formed in the 
late 1960’s and represents residents of the Molewood 
estate,  Bengeo. This is the area north from The Drive 
and west of Sacombe Road to the north of Hertford.

The aim of the association is to support Molewood 
residents and enhance their enjoyment of the Molewood 
neighbourhood. The association organises events and 
contributes to community events arranged by residents. 
The Association issues 4 Outlook newsletters each 
year. If you would like to read about the early days of the 
estate our website has copies of newsletters of the time.  
 
Annual membership of Molewood Residents’ Association 
costs £2 per household a year and will be collected 
door to door by committee members starting in June. 
This gives people the opportunity to discuss how the 
committee is doing and how it can work best to represent 
residents. 

If you would like to pay in advance or if it is more 
convenient you can drop the payment along with contact 
details through the letter box of our treasurer, Alan 
Sewell, 16 The Avenue. 

Your Committee
Chair    
Ben Penrose             104 Cowper Crescent 
Treasurer    
Alan Sewell            16 The Avenue
Secretary 
Kath Richardson     126 Cowper Crescent

General Members
Nick Gough            11 Lys Hill Gardens
Catie Geering   46 Buckwells Field
Marie Archer                  55 The Wick
John Edwards   8 The Wick
Rachel Ogier  23 Trinity Grove
Emily White                    27 The Drive 
Colin Broomfield 73 Buckwells Field

Website Manager Paul Ogier
Outlook Editor   Jo Beatty
Outlook Graphics Emmet O’Sullivan

What’s On?

10th July
Stop Bengeo Quarry Fundraising Event
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm @ Bengeo Primary School 
Fete at Bengeo Primary school with music and stalls. 
Come and have fun and help raise funds to stop the 
quarry!  

22 July 
Bengeo Primary School Term Ends

Open Air Cinema at The Castle

Friday 26th August – The Blues Brothers
Saturday 27th August – Top Gun

Tickets £7 per evening - call 01992 584322 to book

To join for 2016/ 17 complete the slip and put it through the letterbox of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

I/ we want to support the MRA for 2015/16. I enclose my £2 per household payment for this year’s subscription.

My/ our name is   …………………………………………………………………………………….……….....................

and I/ we live at    ……………………………………………………………………………………….…….....................

I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my 

email address  ……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................ 

Lanes Property Agents
Hertford 
01992 582000 
he@lanesproperty.co.uk

**URGENT APPEAL** We are currently assisting 
a local Bengeo resident with her property search. 
Having agreed a sale on our clients’ property, we 
are now desperately seeking a well presented three 
bedroom house within the Molewood Estate for her to 
purchase. Please contact directly me if you think you 
can help!

Contact James Luton;
01992 526 752 
james.luton@lanes-sales.co.uk 

Supported by

Reduced selling fees for members of Molewood 
Residents’ Association! 
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