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MRA Quiz 
A Friday evening in early March saw quiz team ‘The 
Residents’ win the annual MRA Quiz, held at Bengeo 
School. With an impressive 95 points the winning team 
each received a bottle of wine. 

New Homes in Bengeo
As we go to print we have been made aware that Peter 
Ruffles from EHDC has said that the number of new 
houses planned around the Molewood estate has been 
reduced from 150 to 50 after a campaign from the MRA 
and pressure from local residents. More news on this can 
be found on the website.

Anne Moyle’s team came in 2nd with 93 points and team 
‘Bewildered’ finished in 3rd place. Last place was taken by 
the ‘Welsh Harts’ team who took away a tube of Smarties 
each.

Colin Broomfield acted as Quiz Master asking the 
questions and keeping order and was ably assisted by 
scorer Nick Gough. Food for the evening was expertly 
organised by Catie Geering providing a delicious fish and 
chips supper from Carley’s Fish Bar in Fleming Crescent, 
Sele Farm.

The MRA made a profit of £208 to add to the reserves for 
future social events and professional advice on planning 
matters. Well done to all who took part and thanks to all 
who made it happen.

Bengeo Blueprint
Included with your copy of Outlook is a survey: The 
Bengeo Blueprint questionnaire. Please fill this in to 
have a say in your area’s Neighbourhood Plan and 
return it to the MRA (details on the sheet). This is your 
opportunity to help make the area the best it can be for 
residents. Make sure your voice is heard.

Molewood launched its first Christmas Decoration 
Competition in December 2015. Judging took place on 
a crisp winter’s evening and after much deliberation the 
judges agreed on the following winners:

‘Majestic Molewood’ was won by Sue Purkiss Webb (8, 
The Drive pictured below) who was credited with colourful 
baubles, strong lighting and ingenious use of trellis for 
Christmas trees!

And The Winners Are...

Darren Roper (27, The Avenue) was odds-on favourite 
for ‘Boldest Bengeo’ and narrowly fought off competition 
from 4, The Avenue and a number of creative displays in 
The Wick.

A special award went to Andy White (18, Desborough 
Close) whose 20ft Christmas tree on his garage roof and 
strong lighting display earned him a ‘Best House’ award.

The winners chose the following charities to receive 
a donation of £25 each: Isabelle Hospice, Gt. Ormond 
Street and Cancer Research.
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Proposed application for Variation of Condition 1 (Time
Limit for Commencement) and Condition 25 (Restoration)

of planning permission 3/1228-13 to extend the life of
the sand and gravel extraction and restoration via landfill and
 to amend the restoration details at Westmill Quarry / Landfill,

Westmill Road, Ware

Application Site

EHDC are inviting local people to have their say on plans 
to introduce a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) 
in April 2016 to enhance dog control and anti-social 
behaviour powers in East Herts.

PSPOs are a new provision, created by the Antisocial 
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 intended to deal 
with any particular nuisances or problems in a defined 
area that are detrimental to the local community’s quality 
of life. They can help by giving local authorities and police 
additional powers to tackle anti-social behaviour. The 
aim is to stop individuals or groups committing anti-social 
behaviour in public spaces by introducing restrictions on 
the use of an area.

If anyone fails to meet the requirements of the PSPO 
or to comply with a request from a police office, police 
community support officer or authorised council officer, 
they could be issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice of up 
to £100 or prosecuted. However, these measures are 
designed to deal with extremes of anti-social behaviour 
and authorised officers will take a proportionate and 
common sense approach in their application.

The proposed PSPO in East Herts will replace current dog 
fouling legislation, Dog Control Orders and Designated 
Public Place Orders that cover restrictions on alcohol in 
certain public places, as well as introduce new measures 
to help tackle irresponsible dog owners and a range of 
anti-social behaviour with new powers. The aim is to deal 
with all these issues under one order.

The formal public consultation period concluded in 
January. The survey results will be analysed and used to 
inform how the proposed PSPO is progressed.

Cemex have entered an application to extend sand and 
gravel extraction from their Westmill Quarry. Originally 
extraction should have completed at the end of 2015, with 
restoration of the site completed within 2 years. Cemex, 
however, would like to extend extraction for a further year, 
with processing lasting another year after this until the end 
of 2017. Restoration of the site would also be put back 
until 2030, some 13 years after operations have ceased.

Residents within a kilometre of the site have been 
contacted to let them know of the details, and any resident 
wishing to comment on the application can complete a 
Representation Comments Form – a link to the form along 
with links to details of the application can be found on our 
website.

Application to Extend 
Westmill Extraction
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Queen’s 90th Birthday
This year marks the 90th birthday of the Queen and it will 
be celebrated with a giant street party for 10,000 people in 
The Mall on Sunday 12th June. If you don’t happen to nab 
a ticket for this party then Hertfordshire County Council is 
encouraging local residents to hold their own. If you think 
your street would like to get together and hold a party then 
please contact HCC. There will be no charge to close your 
road as long as the closures do not affect any bus routes. 

Molewood Residents’ Association is happy to support you 
with a financial donation to help your party get into the 
swing of things! If you would like our support please email 
us or get in touch with a committee member.

Any applications to HCC for a street party to celebrate 
the Queen’s 90th birthday must be received at least three 
weeks in advance of the event.

Help Us Influence 
Bengeo Developments

Your residents’ association is looking for anyone who is 
interested to contact us so that we can establish if we 
should progress a Neighbourhood Plan. Please email 
either enquiries@molewood.org.uk or drop a note into 
104 Cowper Crescent and we will follow up with you in 
person. 



Since being painted in November, 3 x Penalty Charge 
Notices have been issued. The road is being patrolled at 
least once but normally twice a day and there is a high 
rate of compliance in this area except for school dropping 
off and picking up time.

Yellow Lines in 
Sacombe Road

Reporting Fly Tipping

333 Bus Route News

The Drive Christmas 
Party 

East Herts District Council is responsible for dealing with 
fly tipping. It advises ‘If you witness fly tipping actually 
taking place call the Police on 999 and give as much detail 
as possible. If you discover fly tipped waste after the event 
call 01279 655261 ask for Environmental Services or use 
our on-line form.”

For the 4th year running The Drive celebrated Christmas 
together.  

On a ‘snowy’ afternoon in December over 50 residents 
met in a festive gazebo for mulled wine, mince pies and 
carols.  

Two issues concerning the 333 bus route have been 
brought to our attention: following complaints from local 
residents regarding visibility of waiting passengers 
resulting in the 333 bus failing to always stop when hailed 
outside the shops on The Avenue, HCC have selected 
this stop for an upgrade. This will involve the relocation 
of the stop from outside the shops to outside 61, The 
Avenue. HCC has sent a letter to the residents on this 
section of The Avenue highlighting the proposed action 
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Pin the nose on the reindeer, 
a snowball target and festive 
crafts kept the children happy. 
Father Christmas led the 
procession along the road so 
that everyone could choose 
the ‘Best Decorated House’. 
Number 34 were this year’s 
champions with their Storm 
Trooper inspired offering.
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and asking for comments. Outlook understands that 
residents outside whose houses the 333 would stop are 
concerned about road safety. 

Secondly, there have been rumours that the 333 bus 
service on Sundays would be abandoned however HCC 
are pleased to announce the funding for the Sunday 
service will continue for the next two years depending 
on patronage. This funding will allow an hourly service 
from Molewood and from Hornsmill into the town centre, 
during shopping hours, to continue. Please use this 
Sunday service in order to keep it operating.

Double yellow lines mean no waiting at any time but 
every motorist has the right to stop on these restrictions 
to allow passengers to be dropped off or collected and if 
the passenger is vulnerable such as a child then the act of 
dropping off/picking up also includes walking to the safe 
place (in this case a teacher/classroom) to drop/pick up.

This means that when enforcing double yellow lines, traffic 
officers will observe a vehicle for a period of 5 minutes 
before issuing a PCN as 5 minutes is considered sufficient 
time for a driver to stop, walk from the vehicle, collect their 
child from a safe place and return to the vehicle.



Your Association
Molewood Residents’ Association was formed in the 
late 1960’s and represents residents of the Molewood 
estate,  Bengeo. This is the area north from The Drive 
and west of Sacombe Road to the north of Hertford.

The aim of the association is to support Molewood 
residents and enhance their enjoyment of the Molewood 
neighbourhood. The association organises events and 
contributes to community events arranged by residents. 
The Association issues 4 Outlook newsletters each 
year. If you would like to read about the early days of the 
estate our website has copies of newsletters of the time.  
 
Annual membership of Molewood Residents’ Association 
costs £2 per household a year and will be collected 
door to door by committee members starting in June. 
This gives people the opportunity to discuss how the 
committee is doing and how it can work best to represent 
residents. 

If you would like to pay in advance or if it is more 
convenient you can drop the payment along with contact 
details through the letter box of our treasurer, Alan 
Sewell, 16 The Avenue. 

Your Committee
Chair    
Nick Gough            11 Lys Hill Gardens
Treasurer 
Alan Sewell            16 The Avenue
Secretary 
Kath Richardson     126 Cowper Crescent

General Members
Marie Archer                  55 The Wick
John Edwards   8 The Wick
Rachel Ogier  23 Trinity Grove
Ben Penrose   104 Cowper Crescent
Emily White                    27 The Drive 
Colin Broomfield 73 Buckwells Field

Website Manager Paul Ogier
Outlook Editor   Jo Beatty
Outlook Graphics Emmet O’Sullivan

What’s On?

1st April
Bengeo School, Easter term ends at 2.15pm

8th April – 8th May
Hertford Arts Festival 

14th May 
The Bard: a Celebration of Shakespeare and Sibelius 
from 7.45pm at Hertford Theatre

25th June 
Inspirational Classics - Hertford Symphony Orchestra 
presents a summer concert at 7.45 pm at Hertford 
Theatre

August 26 @ 8:30 pm
Open Air Cinema at The Castle

To join for 2016/17 complete the slip and put it through the letterbox of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

I/ we want to support the MRA for 2016/17. I enclose my £2 per household payment for this year’s subscription.

My/ our name is   …………………………………………………………………………………….……….....................

and I/ we live at    ……………………………………………………………………………………….…….....................

I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my 

email address  ……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................ 

Lanes Property Agents
Hertford 
01992 582000 
he@lanesproperty.co.uk

Lanes have received a large number of genuine 
enquiries from young families specifically looking to 
buy a 3 or 4 bedroom house within The Molewood 
Estate. Many of these clients can be flexible with their 
timescales and would be prepared to wait for you to 
find a suitable onward property. 

Please do get in touch if you are thinking of moving at 
any time in the near future. 

Contact James Luton;
01992 526 752 
james.luton@lanes-sales.co.uk 

Supported by

Reduced selling fees for members of Molewood 
Residents’ Association! 
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