
After hearing from the 
councillors present we 
were entertained by former 
Hollywood stuntman 
and fight arranger Roy 
Scammell.

His talk was in support 
of Parkinson’s UK, the 
biggest Parkinson’s 
support and research 
charity.
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MRA  AGM 2015
Our 50th Annual General Meeting took place in the school 
hall on 21st April. In his summary of the year chairman 
Nick Gough looked back on a successful year with a 
well-attended quiz in March, a series of very professional 
looking Outlook newsletters and a very attractive and 
informative website.

On the planning front Lafarge Tarmac (LT) got their 
permission to build 8 eco-homes off Vicarage Lane, 
Waterford. We are represented on the working group 
LT have set up with residents and look forward to them 
building the path alongside the road from The Orchard 
past the entrance to the heath as far as the new houses.

All the existing committee agreed to stand again and were 
voted in by those present at the meeting.

20mph zone
On the 21st May all affected residents received a letter 
from the Highways department at Hertfordshire County 
Council asking their views on the proposals to reduce 
the speed limit to 20 mph on all roads as far south as 
Millmead Way and up to Sacombe Road.

The residents’ committee has seen these proposals and 
supports them in principal. Consultation is now closed and 
the council will contact residents if the works are to go 
ahead which woould completed by the end of 2015. 

Banner Image Competition

How would you like to see your photograph or drawing 
as the background to the Outlook banner? Please email 
your entry to enquiries@molewood.org.uk and we will 
select the best for each edition. It should be seasonal 
and reflect the Molewood area. Good Luck!  

An extract of the plan showing our bit of the proposed 20mph zone

Roy has worked on various Bond films and filmed 
alongside many famous actors such as Michael Caine, 
Frank Sinatra and Sir Sean Connery.

Roy is a great supporter of Parkinson’s UK, and at the 
end of the evening the MRA made a donation towards the 
charity.

Bengeo Primary School 
catchment area shrinks
We are aware that some children living on Cowper Cresent, 
just over 400 metres from the school, have missed out on 
a place at Bengeo Primary. This highlights the pressure 
on the school and a shrinking catchment area. An appeal 
has been made by the family and Councillor Stevenson 
has been infomed. 

Please contact us if you have the same problem so we 
can continue to raise this with the Council. 



After the recent elections on 7th May, the Conservatives 
wiped the board for the ward of Bengeo. For the District 
Council, as well as existing councillors Paul Phillips and 
Peter Ruffles, Tricia Moore also now represents Bengeo. 
For the Town Council Sue Dunkley now joins Sally 
Newton, Linda Radford and Peter Ruffles.

Peter gave us the following message: 

“While, of course I’m thrilled.....there are responsibilities for 
both Councils to hear as many voices from the community 
as they can...That’s where Residents’ Associations have 
such a very important and helpful role. Thanks to you 
all for the way you’ve shared and exchanged with us in 
the past, especially Chairman Nick. Please help us do 
the best, for the greatest number, that we can, in future 
months.”

Walking along The Avenue in Spring it is hard not to notice 
the blossom of the street trees; a welcome sight after 
the long winter.  Many of these are fruit trees, which are 
especially reknowned for their tree blossom and this is 
probably the main reason why these were planted.  This 
year was especially good for blossom.

Celebrate our trees

Patricia Moore  - District Councillor for Bengeo

Pear Tree along The Avenue

A Crab Apple tree along The Avenue

Outlook                                             Molewood Residents’ Association Summer Edition 2015

web: http://www.molewood.org.uk  email: enquiries@molewood.org.uk

During the hot days of the 
summer the trees help to 
cool the temperature as 
you walk along the streets.  
Imagine how different and 
drab the streets would look 
without the trees. They 
also bring wildlife into our 
lives.  The flowers are an 
important nectar source 
for early-season bees and 
later in the autumn the fruit 
become food for birds.  

One of the most incredible spectacles in our neighbourhood 
in recent years was a visiting flock of waxwings.  This 
colourful bird very occasionally arrives on our shores and 
we were lucky to host them in Bengeo two winters ago, 
especially attracted by the berries on the trees along our 
streets. 

There is a good variety of tree species along our streets; 
pears, cherries, crab apples, Rowan, Turkish Hazel, and 
the unfortunately named ‘bastard’ service tree (a cross 

between Rowan and Whitebeam). These varieties have 
been chosen carefully for their colour throughout the year, 
their blossom, fruit and berries and autumnal leaves.  
They have also been chosen for their shape, most of them 
growing in a conical form with convenient short branches.
Enjoy the trees!

I have lived in East Herts since 
1964 and was married with two 
sons. My husband and eldest son 
died a few years ago, and family life 
with my surviving son, his wife and 
granddaughter is very precious.

In 2011 I became a district and town 

councillor taking a keen interest in scrutiny topics and all 
aspects of health and education. In 2013 I was elected 
the Mayor of Hertford, thereby giving me the opportunity 
to support local charities and groups. In 2014 I became 
governor of the Sele School. In 2015 I had the honour of 
being the Chairman of East Herts District Council.

Sue Dunkley - Town Councillor for Bengeo

This is a new venture for me as I 
retired from full time employment 
this spring.

Since being elected, I have 
attended my first formal event which 
was the Mayor Making ceremony 
at County Hall. I have attended 

one Council Meeting so far, where I agreed to join the 
Community Services Committee, Development and 
Leisure Committee as well as the Planning Sub Committe. 
I have recently undertaken training for my role as a local 
councillor which will be very useful in the future.

I have a good knowledge of Hertford having lived here 
for 30 years. I have been involved in local charity work as 
well during that time. I was very pleased to be elected and 
I am glad that Molewood community has an Association 
that you can work with and I am willing to hear from any 
individual if they think I can be of use.”

For full stories and photos; 
http://www.molewood.org.uk

Councillors are blue



The best way to stay up to date is via our website www.
molewood.org.uk. It was set up by Paul Ogier who has 
written to us;

My involvement with the Molewood site began in 
2011 when Nick Gough, MRA chairman, asked if any 
residents would be interested in starting a website for the 
Association. Having had no prior experience in creating 
websites I naturally put my name forward.

My main concern when we began was whether the rat 
run, the hot topic of the day, would dominate the site. As 
it’s turned out just 3 of the 94 news stories relate to the 
rat run. Of the remaining 91 news stories, by far the most 
interesting are those written by the residents, such as 
‘Roaming Peacocks’, ‘Poems for 2015’ and ‘A reflection 
on 49 years in Bengeo’.

Anyone interested in writing articles for the website, 
please get in touch. We’d love to hear from you.

The MRA Website

Help us influence 
Bengeo developments

The Drive Charity Quiz
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The Drive held their 3rd Charity 
Quiz night in aid of local charity 
Isabel Hospice on Friday 19 
June.
Over 70 people filled the church 
hall on Duncombe Road. 

Raffle prizes were donated 
by Hertford House Hotel, The 
Salisbury Arms, The Greyhound, 
Headlines, Indulgence, Rigsbys, 
and many more raising £1000 
on the evening.

Molewood Businesses

Herts Pumping & Fitness

Kayleigh Rogers is a qualified 
Level 3 Advanced Fitness 
Instructor offering both group 
and 1:1 instruction.

The Greyhound 
Lisa took over the ‘The Hound’  in March and wants to 
provide Bengeo with a community pub welcome to all.

She has put in place lots of 
new offerings including; the 
twice weekly coffee shop 
(every Tuesday & Friday 9am-
11:30am), Saturday night Pop 
up Kitchens; Tapas, Street Food 
& Malay and of course Fish and 
Chip Friday’s.

“It’s still early days for us and we 
are delighted with the support 
that we have received from the 
Bengeo community so far”.

The Greyhound
146 Bengeo Street, Bengeo, 
01992 676400

The group sessions which run on the Sacombe Road 
Playing Field are very popular and are held on a Tuesday 
and Thursday morning at 9.30am, Wednesday evening 
at 7.30pm and Saturday morning at 8am.

Kayleigh is also able to offer Health Assessments, as 
well as support for rehabilitation, respiratory disorders 
and cardiovascular disease. Visit her website for more 
details.

Herts Pumping & Fitness
www.hertspumping.co.uk     Tel: 07821 414287

Kayleigh Rogers is a qualified Level 3 Advanced Fitness Instructor and 

Personal Trainer offering both group and 1:1 instruction. 

The group sessions run on the Sacombe Road Playing Field are very 

popular and are held on a Tuesday and Thursday morning at 9.30am, 

Wednesday evening at 7.30pm and Saturday morning at 8am.   

Kayleigh is also able to offer Health Assessments,  as well as support for 

rehabilitation, respiratory disorders and cardiovascular disease.  Visit 

her website for more details. 

Herts Pumping & Fitness 

www.hertspumping.co.uk 

07821 414287 

Molewood Businesses 

Lisa took over the ‘The Hound’ on 30 March 2015 and has set a goal to 

provide Bengeo with a community pub welcome to all.   

She has put in place lots of new offerings including; the twice weekly coffee 

shop (every Tuesday & Friday 9am-11:30am), Saturday night Pop up  

Kitchens; Tapas, Street Food & Malay and of course Fish and Chip  

Friday’s.  In addition they run a knitting & crochet group on a Monday 

evening and monthly live music events (1st Thursday of the month).   

“It’s still early days for us and we delighted with the support that we have 

received from the Bengeo community so far”.   

The Greyhound 

146 Bengeo Street, Bengeo, Hertford, SG14 3EY 

01992 676400 

Do you have a business based on the Molewood Estate?  Would you like to feature in a  

future edition of The Outlook?  

Please contact us at enquiries@molewood.org.uk 

The committee invited our 
county councillor, Andrew 
Stevenson, along to its 
meeting on 17 February. 
We talked about planning 
and how we could influence 
the sort of development 

which might happen around us in something called a 
Neighbourhood Plan.

If you want to know more about what goes into a 
Neighbourhood Plan and what it could go for our estate look 
at the East Herts District Council leaflet Neighbourhood 
Planning Guidance Note written last December.

The committee would like your help and opinions  so 
please contact us by email or via a committee member, 
particularly if you have particular expertise in this field. 



Your Association
Molewood Residents’ Association was formed in the 
late 1960’s and represents residents’ of the Molewood 
estate,  Bengeo. This is the area north from The Drive 
and west of Sacombe Road to the north of Hertford.

The aim of the association is to support Molewood 
residents and enhance their enjoyment of the Molewood 
neighbourhood. The association organises events and 
contributes to community events arranged by residents. 
The Association issues 4 Outlook newsletters each 
year. If you would like to read about the early days of the 
estate our website has copies of early newsletters.  
 
Annual membership of Molewood Residents’ Association 
costs £2 per household a year and will be collected 
door to door by committee members starting in June. 
This gives people the opportunity to discuss how the 
committee is doing and how it can work best to represent 
residents. 

If you would like to pay in advance or if it is more 
convenient you can drop the payment along with contact 
details through the letterbox of our treasurer, Alan 
Sewell, 16 The Avenue. 

Your Committee
Chair    
Nick Gough            11 Lys Hill Gardens
Treasurer 
Alan Sewell            16 The Avenue
Secretary 
Kath Richardson     126 Cowper Crescent

General Members
Marie Archer                  55 The Wick
John Edwards   8 The Wick
Rachel Ogier  23 Trinity Grove
Ben Penrose   104 Cowper Crescent
Emily White                    27 The Drive 
Colin Broomfield 73 Buckwells Field

Website Manager Paul Ogier
Outlook Editor   Emmet O’Sullivan

What’s On?
4th July
St Leonard’s Summer Concerts 7.30pm
£12 (tel. 01992 551798) or on the night if still available

5th July
Bengeo Day @ Bengeo Primary School 12 - 3pm

17th July
Bengeo Primary School end of term

2nd August 
Rock at the Castle Sunday - donation on entry
12:30 - 19:30

22nd August 
Hertford Castle Open Air Cinema. £6. 7.30 start. 

30th August
Hertford Musical Festival - Various Venues 
http://www.hertfordmusicfestival.co.uk

To join for 2015/ 16 complete the slip and put it through the letterbox of our treasurer, Alan Sewell, 16 The Avenue.

I/ we want to support the MRA for 2015/16. I enclose my £2 per household payment for this year’s subscription.

My/ our name is   …………………………………………………………………………………….……….....................

and I/ we live at    ……………………………………………………………………………………….…….....................

I/ we would be happy to be contacted by email about local issues by the residents’ association so here is my 

email address  ……………………………………..……………………………………………………............................ 

Lanes Property Agents
Hertford 
01992 582000 
he@lanesproperty.co.uk

We’ve recently agreed sales on properties in The 
Drive, Lys Hill Gardens, Cowper Crescent and 
continue to receive an extremely high number of 
enquiries for properties within the Molewood estate.

We have various marketing methods at our disposal 
– including ‘Discreet Marketing’ whereby we do 
not publicly advertise your property - ensuring your 
private business stays that way.
Please do get in touch if you’re thinking of selling 
your property soon.

Contact me James Luton;
01992 526 752 
james.luton@lanes-sales.co.uk 

Supported by
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Reduced selling fees for members of Molewood 
Residents’ Association! 


